
Abuse Of Police Powers And Fundamental
Human Rights In Nigeria
Every citizen of a nation is entitled to certain inherent rights and privileges,
regardless of their social status, gender, or beliefs. These fundamental
human rights are considered sacred and should be protected by the law.
However, in recent years, Nigeria has witnessed a growing concern over
the abuse of police powers and the infringement of these fundamental
human rights.

The Nigerian Police Force, tasked with maintaining law and order, has
unfortunately become synonymous with corruption, brutality, and the
violation of citizen's rights. While there are undoubtedly many dedicated
and responsible police officers, there is a prevalent issue with a significant
number of officers who abuse their powers.

One of the most common abuses of police powers in Nigeria is the use of
excessive force. Many innocent civilians have fallen victim to the brutality
unleashed by the police. Reports and video evidence have surfaced online,
showcasing officers assaulting citizens, often without provocation. These
instances not only violate the rights of individuals but also erode trust in the
police force and the justice system.
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The abuse of police powers has also led to numerous cases of unlawful
arrests and detention. Individuals are often detained without proper
evidence or due process, resulting in prolonged periods of incarceration.
Innocent citizens who have no connection to any criminal activities are
subjected to the dehumanizing conditions of prisons and detention centers.

Furthermore, police officers have been found to engage in corruption and
bribery, further highlighting the degradation of the system. Innocent
individuals are targeted, and their freedom held for ransom by officers
demanding bribes or payments. This not only perpetuates the cycle of
corruption but also further exacerbates the abuse of power.

It is important to recognize that the abuse of police powers directly violates
the fundamental human rights enshrined in the Nigerian constitution. These
rights, which include the right to life, liberty, and security, should be
protected by the law enforcement agencies, not trampled upon.
Additionally, the right to a fair trial and freedom from torture or inhumane
treatment are often disregarded in cases involving police abuse.

The impact of police abuses extends beyond the immediate victims and
their families. It creates a culture of fear and mistrust within society, eroding
the relationship between the police and the community they serve. This
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breakdown in trust impedes the ability of the police force to effectively
combat crime and maintain public safety.

To address this pressing issue, it is essential for the Nigerian government
to take proactive measures to protect the fundamental human rights of its
citizens. Initiating comprehensive police reform that focuses on training,
accountability, and transparency is crucial. This would involve regular
evaluation of police officers, harsh punishments for abusive behavior, and
retraining programs to emphasize the importance of upholding human
rights.

In addition, efforts to empower and educate citizens on their rights and how
to report instances of abuse are paramount. Creating channels for victims
to seek justice without fear of retaliation is necessary to break the cycle of
abuse.

Nigeria has a long way to go in order to restore public trust and ensure the
protection of fundamental human rights. It requires a collective effort from
the government, law enforcement agencies, and the citizens themselves to
tackle the systemic issues that contribute to police abuse. A transparent,
accountable, and human rights-centered approach is the key to creating a
society where the abuse of police powers is eradicated, and the rights of
every citizen are safeguarded.

As Nigerians, we must demand a change and hold those in power
accountable. By standing up against abuse and advocating for the
protection of fundamental human rights, we can work towards a brighter
future for all.
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This Book is basically on the powers of the Nigerian police force, the abuse
vis-a-vis the breach of fundamental human right under the 1999
constitution.
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