
The Song Of Hiawatha by Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow: An Epic Tale
The Song of Hiawatha is an epic poem written by Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow, which was first published in 1855. Based on Native American
folklore, this captivating narrative weaves together tales of love, adventure,
and spirituality, immersing readers in the world of Hiawatha, a mythological
Ojibwe hero.

The Legend of Hiawatha

The Song of Hiawatha tells the story of Hiawatha, a brave and noble
warrior who strives to unite the Native American tribes in peace and
harmony. From his birth and childhood in the forests of Michigan to his
journey to the Land of the Dacotahs and his ultimate transcendence into
the spirit world, Hiawatha's journey is filled with trials, triumphs, and
wisdom.

Through Hiawatha's encounters with various characters, such as his
grandmother Nokomis, the beautiful maiden Minnehaha, and the powerful
magician Gitche Manito, Longfellow explores themes of love, nature, and
the interconnectedness of all beings. The poem also delves into the
conflicts between tribes, the impact of colonialism, and the pursuit of a
harmonious existence.
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An Immersive Reading Experience

Longfellow's masterful use of words and vivid descriptions transport
readers into the heart of Native American culture and tradition. The poem's
meter and rhythm, inspired by the Finnish national epic Kalevala, create a
musical quality that mirrors the oral storytelling traditions of Native
American tribes. Each stanza in the poem is filled with evocative imagery,
making it a work of art that engages all the senses.

The Legacy of The Song of Hiawatha

The Song of Hiawatha is not only a beautifully written poem but also a work
that introduced many readers to Native American culture and folklore. It
played a significant role in shaping public perception of Native American
traditions and contributed to the broader cultural conversation about the
importance of preserving Indigenous heritage.

Despite debates about cultural appropriation and inaccuracies in portraying
Native American customs, The Song of Hiawatha remains a classic work of
American literature. Its influence can be seen in various art forms, including
music, paintings, and films. The poem has inspired countless adaptations
and retellings, keeping Hiawatha's legend alive for generations to come.
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Key Themes Explored

The Song of Hiawatha touches upon several central themes that resonate
with readers of all backgrounds:

1. Love and Relationships:

The poem explores the power of love and the importance of strong
relationships. Hiawatha's love for Minnehaha and his devotion to his people
serve as driving forces behind his actions.

2. Nature and Spirituality:

Longfellow portrays the deep connection between Native Americans and
the natural world, emphasizing the spiritual and mystical aspects of their
beliefs. Nature is almost a character itself, reflecting the characters'
emotions and experiences.

3. Unity and Harmony:

Hiawatha's quest for peace and unity among the tribes highlights the
importance of cooperation and understanding for the well-being of society.

The Song of Hiawatha by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow is an enduring
literary treasure that explores the richness of Native American culture and
folklore. With its captivating narrative, powerful themes, and immersive
imagery, this epic poem continues to inspire and enlighten readers around
the world.
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This is the completely illustrated and annotated edition including an
extensive primer on the author's life and works and many splendid
drawings by Harrsion Fisher.

'This Indian Edda, if I may so call it,' says the author, 'is founded on a
tradition, prevalent among the North American Indians, of a personage of
miraculous birth, who was sent among them to clear their rivers, forests,
and fishing-grounds, and to teach them the arts of peace. He was known
among different tribes by the several names of Michabou, Chiabo,
Manabozho, Tarcuyawagon, and Hiawatha. ' We are further informed, that
'the scene of the poem is among the Ojibways on the southern shore of
Lake Superior, in the region between the Pictured Rocks and the Grand
Sable.' Here then, at last, is a genuine American poem, by a native of
America; a poem redolent of pine-forests and the smoke of wigwams. ' In
reading American poetry, we never get beyond the shores of Kent,' said a
surly critic some years ago. It is obvious enough, that if this complaint was
justifiable then, it is utterly without foundation now.

Longfellow's poem created an immense and instant sensation, not only in
this country, but in England. It was read, it was quoted, it was praised, it
was ridiculed, it was dramatized, it was parodied, it was attacked as a
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plagiarism. It remains to this day the most parodied poem in the English
language.
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